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Trustees Bring Another Building

ERERTERAZ—EUL
By the Trustee Committee HfEEZER &
Translator #:&: Gigi Yau LEZ

Why have we had so much trouble getting a new building?
Over the past seven years the Trustees have looked at many
potential properties, toured dozens, and even brought several
to the deacon board and congregation as good candidates.
Yet to date every one of these have fallen short. Why? There
are many factors that each alone could disqualify a building
for us.

Cost. The first building we were serious about was the Brew-
ster building in 2005. This 72,000 square foot (sf) facility on
Snelling seemed to be a great fit but would have cost $5.6 mil-
lion up front to buy and still required remodeling of sanctuary
space. This put it just beyond the range we were comfortable
with. It should also be noted that buying land and building
new is cost prohibitive, even if it were done in stages.
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There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under heaven. Ecclesiates 3:1
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Environmental. In 2006 a warehouse was pursued on Energy
Park Drive. This building offered good value and was afford-
able. However in examining the environmental data, signifi-
cant contaminants were found below ground. In looking at
another building along Energy Park drive in 2010, we discov-
ered that this is a problem all along this road.

Parking. In 2008, a very nice building on Hennepin Avenue
was pursued. The lot was small, however, and parking would
have to be rented from neighboring businesses. When one of
the neighbors built a new building on that land the purchase
of “the Skyway Building” seemed untenable.

Zoning. Unless we buy a building that is already a non-profit,
the city and perhaps county and met-council have to approve
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Tutoring Doesn’t End in the Summer!
Monday Evening Program Continues with Hmong Teens
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Writer {E#&: Ritchie Hok FF&#; Translator #17#: Gigi Yau LEZ

With school out for summer at the end of June, the tutors
for the Monday night Lighthouse tutoring had to come up
with a summer program to keep the Hmong youth engaged.
We wanted to avoid the two extremes - the one extreme
being spending the summer too academically-focused and
the other extreme being too fun-focused. We didn’t want
to focus too much academically because after all, the youth
needed a break after a long school year. However, we also did
not want to waste the summer focusing solely on fun activi-
ties. We wanted the youth to learn new things and have a
productive summer.

A good compromise was the idea for an end of summer
coffeehouse presentation. A coffeehouse presentation is a
two-part presentation. The first part of the presentation was
the preparation and serving of desserts and drinks - what you
would find at any coffeehouse. The second part of the pre-
sentation, the more important part, was the chance to show-
case creative skills to friends and family. This was a chance
to give God-centered presentations in acting, video editing,
music and dancing. Over the course of the summer, the youth
had time to practice their creative skills under guidance from
the tutors. The youth worked hard to sharpen their skills and
prepare their acts and they grew increasingly excited about
their chance to perform their talents. Although the youth
were a bit nervous on the big night, they performed well at
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the coffeehouse and were able to convey a God-centered
message in each of their presentations. Some conveyed their
message through a Biblical skit, some through musical wor-
ship songs, some through dance worship and some through
carefully prepared video presentations. All in all, it was a fun
and productive summer! 4
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Hmong Partnership Expands
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Translator #:&: Gigi Yau TEZ

This is the fifth year the youth group
has partnered with the Union Gospel
Mission's Asian Ministries in St. Paul.
This year the whole youth group joined
their teens on Wednesday nights at
Lighthouse. Sarah Chau was one of
the more active teens with the Hmong

group.

Interviewer: Sarah, what was different
about this year's Hmong Partnership?

Sarah: I've noticed that we've gotten
a lot closer as friends rather than us
being leaders.

Interviewer: What are the Hmong teens
like? Are they different than our teens?

Sarah: Really, they're not any different
than us. Most of us are very American-
ized and we go to the same school and
like the same things.

Interviewer: Did you have any
memorable experiences with them this
summer?

Sarah: Of course, the whole summer
was memorable. Particularly the
Carnival. We had a lot of fun!

Interviewer: Every week you had small
group discussions, what was talked
about?

Sarah: Mostly we answered the ques-
tions given to us, but small group time
(although we probably weren't sup-
posed to do this) was a good bonding
time where we made a few jokes and
laughed together

Interviewer: Was this a good experi-
ence?

Sarah: Hmong Missions was an amazing
experience, there were a lot of people
I'm so glad to have met and talked with.
Many of them were very inspiring in
their faith and they were strong.

Interviewer: Anything else | should
have asked you about? Anything you'd
like to tell T4C?

Sarah: | would love to do Hmong mis-
sions again next summer or even have
them visit T4C! 4
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Temporary Housing for New U of M Students
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Writer fE&: Stone Yu MifiZ; Translator #13Z: Guo Ke FBA]

Summary

In late August 2010, New Life Fellowship
(NLF) undertook an effort to provide
three days of temporary housing for
new Chinese students at the U of M.
Even with almost no time to prepare,
many brothers and sisters at TAC were
ready to assist. Altogether, NLF was
able to coordinate housing for eleven
students, primarily non-believers, and
most of them have visited T4C at least
once.

The Need

Many new Chinese students at the U of
M use the International Reception Cen-
ter (IRC) as temporary housing while
looking for permanent housing. How-
ever, the IRC is a dormitory during the
school year, so everyone must check
out a few days before 9/1 to allow for the
switchover. At the same time, many per-
manent housing are not available until
9/1, either because the landlord needs
a few days to refurbish or because the
old lease has not yet expired. These two
facts together mean some students will
encounter a housing gap at the end of
August, which was two nights in 2009
and three nights in 2010 (from 8/29-9/1).
Unless the U makes adjustments, the
gap will be 4 nights in 2011.

What Was Done

When NLF made the decision to help
the new students on 8/18, we had no
idea how many of them would encounter
the gap; we only knew of three in 2009.
Concerned that the number of such stu-
dents would be very small, we hesitated
to involve the rest of T4C. However, we
did not want to take the chance of offer-
ing help we could not fulfill, so we asked
for permission to let students sleep in
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church. Pastor Mma gave his support on
8/19. He identified the need for chaper-
ons, another place to take showers, and
suggested continental breakfast for
students.

We began making bilingual announce-
ments to new students on 8/20 and
asked for host families in NLF. By
Wednesday evening, 8/26, there were
seven open requests. There were
enough hosts so we began to match
students with hosts.

Over the next day, many new requests
came in, far exceeding available
hosts. Because there could be addi-
tional requests, we decided to host
students in church. As of Friday morn-
ing, 8/27, there were nineteen open
requests, eight to be hosted in homes,
and eleven to be hosted in church. On
Pastor Mma's suggestion, we asked
other Mandarin fellowships to help
host these students otherwise would

be hosted in church. Every fellowship
responded despite the late request.
Throughout the day, the number to be
hosted in church began to decrease
as many students found out that they
could move into permanent housing
sooner. With only one new request and
additional hosts coming forward, by Fri-
day night, we were able to remove the
need to host anyone at church.

We are thankful to have had this oppor-
tunity bear witness of God's love in a
tangible way.

The following brother and sisters gra-
ciously opened up their homes to the
new students: Jiang Jiang, Lily Sun,
Defeng Tian, Ning Zhang, Peng Fu,
Tianyue Wu, I-Ming Chen, Chung-Muh
Chen, Gongping Liu, Yang Li, Kiu-Yuen
Tse, and Danhua Fan.

Continued on page 9. #4&2|5£9H.
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Writer {fE&: Amy Wong 2| 23; Translator #13#: Maggie Har BB

The Cantonese ministry held a Caring
Ministry Seminar on Sept 3 -5. The spe-
cial speaker is Minister Cecilia Yau from
Chinese Christian Mission. She spoke on
the topics of “Caring Ministry for Fellow-
ship groups”, “Sisters Caring Ministry”,
and “Caring Ministry of a Church.”

Why did | attend?

As amom, teacher, and care-giver, | have
always been interested in caring minis-
try. This seemed like a good opportunity
to learn and listen to how to be more
effective in caring for both my family and
others. | know this will take time, effort,
and patience but | will do it because of
my love for people. Bill Hybels' book
Just Walk Across the Room encouraged
me to be obedient and wait for God's
guidance to follow Jesus' example in
reaching out and touching lives.

What did | hear?

Ms. Yau used Scripture to demonstrate
to us that a caring ministry is what Jesus
wants from a Christ-centered church life.
She pointed out that Jesus is our exam-
ple; he too is doing God's will, obedient
even unto death. We are Christ's body
on earth and we should learn to serve,
build up each others just like Paul and
Timothy, as well as Martha and Mary.
Ms. Yau also stressed that when we care
for each other, we can grow spiritually
together as true friends, like Jonathan
and David. She also gave us a format
for starting a Woman Fellowship minis-
try - what is our purpose, what are the
responsibilities of the committee, what
are the possible activities and topics,
have a prayer chain, a directory to com-
municate with each other, and how often
we will meet together.

Ultimately, | learned that | should start
preparing my heart through prayer, daily
devotion with God (draw strength from
Him and submit to his teaching), obedi-
ence and willingness to go beyond my
comfort zone in order to build friendship
and show care to people who are out-
side of my immediate circle of friends.

Actually on that Saturday, several broth-
ers showed their care and love for over
40 sisters by preparing a delicious lunch
for us after the seminar. Now it will be
the sisters turn! As Bill Hybels said in his
book, Christ asks his followers “to reflect
His love and repeat His action.”
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Writer {E#&/ Translator #7&: Qinglan Xiang Bk =

God touched my heart at Summer Conference through the
Power of Forgiveness workshop. We saw a clip of the movie,
Fireproof, which described how great this power is. Because
of the Lord Jesus Christ's mercy and forgiveness, a frag-
mented family was changed and preserved. The husband was
busy with work and was focused on pleasing himself; the wife
began to draw closer to a male coworker as tensions arose in
the home. The wife finally could not stand her insensitive hus-
band and wanted a divorce. However, the husband's father
knew their situation, so he helped his son realize the love of
Jesus Christ as illustrated by Romans 5:8, “but God demon-
strates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” In a world where men do not believe in
Christ, nor love Him, He died on the cross to forgive their sins.
The son was very touched and began to show empathy and
affection towards his wife; he made great efforts to do some-
thing nice for her everyday. Finally, the couple reconciled and
became a God-centered family.

From this workshop, | realized that the reality of man is that men
are bound by sin. Although they can see, they ignore the pow-
erful Words of God. Although they can hear, they do not listen
to the teachings of God. Although God's grace comes upon
them everyday, they deny itis God's grace upon them. They are
stubborn, and their pride causes a separation from God.

Men without God are putting their worldly success as a prior-
ity. They may look great outside, but they are often broken
and empty inside. Jesus Christ and His plan of salvation is the
only hope for man; believing in the Lord Jesus as our Savior
has power to change lives. Before our lives are changed by
Jesus Christ, we often lack of the ability to forgive. Only when
we accept that grace from God and reflect on Christ's suffer-
ing and death for our sins, can we forgive anyone for whatever
they do against us. And in doing so, putinto practice Matthew
5:39, “But | tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone
strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” 1}/
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Financial Freedom Seminar 1 5 H B EE

Writer {E# / Translator Bi5%: Joyce Yu RE=

In one of Jim Sammons’ lectures (Aug 15th), he talked about
tithing. Even though | have been a Christian for more than 5
years, tithing has always been one of the biggest struggles for
me. What struck me most is that he talked about making up
for the previous tithe. | was converted and baptized in CCFC
(Chinese Christian Fellowship Church) in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan, before | came here. After a careful calculation, | found
that | fell great short of offering for the 3 years and 8 months
of my stay as a believer in Michigan. However, | was still con-

fused about whether tithing is a ‘must’ after Jesus has given
us the new covenant. Isn't tithing for Israelites only thousands
of years ago? Hasn't it perished together with other laws like
'you must not eat the blood’ (Deuteronomy 12:16)? Being
deep in love with my church in Michigan — | always consider it
as my home in US — | was more than willing to offer the money,
but | really want to make sure whether | am offering it out of
my own desire or out of the obedience to God.

Bearing this question in mind, as well as other prayer items,
| went to a little town in Eau Claire (WI) on a personal retreat
over the weekend. | prayed to God and asked him for peace if
it was His will for me to make up for the tithing. It was amazing
that God started to speak to me even | was still on the way. |
was listening to one of John Piper’s sermons on Romans and
he was talking about the sovereignty of God on everything.
God is the creator of the universe and | am only a servant, and
it is out of His mercy and love that | am able to manage and
enjoy the things He has given me. Indeed, every single thing |
have is His, my clothes, my money, my car, my health, my job,
to name just a few. Were it not for His great love, | would have
had nothing. My purpose on earth is to be a faithful servant
and to manage well the blessings instead of using them for
my own selfish pleasure.

God continued to speak to me through the scriptures | read
during my personal retreat. | read Proverbs all morning on
Saturday and 3:9-10 is one of the many verses that reminded
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me of God's intention for offering: "Honor the LORD with your
wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with
new wine.’

Even though God hasn’t given me a definitive answer at once
but He has given me a clearer view and he did answer my
prayers as He continued to work in my heart through my men-
tor Alice. On the day | went back from my retreat, | got to know
from her that CCFC was in great financial need.
| was overwhelmed by the desire to give what |
can to help my dear home church in Michigan
and | mailed the check to CCFC without any
delay. In my journal, | wrote: ‘Dear Lord, thank
You for letting me see my willingness to offer
even though | am still not completely clear
about tithing. Thank you for reminding me and
teaching me! Thank you letting me experience
this great joy when | obey your guidance. Thank
you for opening the door for me when | knock.’

Finally, | realized that whether | should tithe and make up for
previously “owed” is no longer a haunting question for me.
Instead, | am focusing more on what | should do and give for
his glory and love. Thanks to Jim Sammons’ discussion about
tithing which made me start to think and eventually led me to
a new understanding of God'’s blessing and God's will. It is so
sweet to trust and obey! Amen! 4
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Trustees Bring Another Building 51t&
Continued from page 1. L#Z#1H.

to change the tax status. Some buildings are zoned in a way
that makes this process much more straightforward. In late
2009 we began looking into the Hecker building in Roseville.
Unfortunately the building was not zoned correctly and before
the city council could make the major change, the building
was sold to someone else.

What can you do?

1. Pray. Pray for this process during your
personal prayer time, fellowship prayer, and
join us at the special building prayer meet-
ings on the 2nd and 3rd Tuesdays of the
month from 6:00-6:45pm.

2. Give. The building fund is accepting
donations. Also look closely at your finances
and begin considering what you may be able
to give when the Building Fund Drive begins.

3. Help. We have several committees look-
ing for help with the building process. Talk to
the DB Chair about joining the process.
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Throughout this process we have gained an understanding of
what could best work for us. In the past month, the Trustees
have looked at a number of buildings. Of these, one stands
out far above the rest: 1600-1620 Broadway in Minneapolis.
It's cost is the lowest we have seen (both initial cost and the
final costs when including things like remodeling). It's parking
is sufficient. And it is zoned favorably. The building is only
25 years old and is conveniently located. We do not yet have
any environmental data so that could still bring the process
to a halt. 4
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1600-1620 Broadway, Minneapolis.

Warehouses offer low-cost and flexibility to
design the space to our needs.

CERMERANRENZEIRITRINOTE

Warehouses do not initially look like a church but adding some key details changes the look considerably.

CEEMBERRENE—EHE, BT —LXBAT A AKRLEZIMNL,

TAC Z#i Seasons | Fall & 2010



P o
-':jf;

2 ) \* A TIME FOR everything

Cantonese
Career
Fellowship

s

2] tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the
ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies,
it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will
lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. 2Whoever serves me must follow me; and
where | am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the

one who serves me.- John 12:24-26g.
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Writer fE#&: Wil Wong S B
Translator &152: Anissa Chan BR{&1E

The Cantonese Career Fellowship (CCF) is a group of young
adults seeking Christ together by nurturing the fruits of Spirit
and equipping one another to spread His word. We seek to
edify one another by learning, growing, and building our faith
and trust in Christ through fellowship, action, and experi-
ences. We work and study in the Twin Cities, share a common
language and background, and come to Minnesota from
Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and other parts of Southeast
Asia. Together, we seek to further His kingdom through our
fellowship and ministry.

Over the past year, we strived to better understand God's
Word, identify our individual spiritual gifts, and utilize these
gifts to build and expand His kingdom. Together we partici-
pated in bible studies, book studies, workshops, volunteering
and other activities. We also enjoy good food, fellowship and
fun together while seeking God. For this year, our focus is to
take action and utilize the many gifts God has given us as we
continue to seek Him and to grow in Christ.

This past year, God has graciously blessed our fellowship with
new members and He has also led some of us to move away
from our group. We invite you to join our fellowship to learn
God's Word, experience His grace, utilize your gifts, make
new friends and have fun! Q
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